
Rutgers University - Newark: 

Anchoring Pathways to 

Opportunity and Impact

Nancy Cantor

Chancellor

Rutgers University - Newark

University Senate

Rutgers University

February 17, 2017

Making America great again?

N.J. can lead the way
By Nancy Cantor

January 29, 2017

“…we can't recapture the land of opportunity 

without educating in a fulsome way more of our 

children, and educating them together, so they 

can work and play and vote and dialogue over 

solutions together. If they do, then America's 

democracy and prosperity will benefit…Where 

do we start? We start with each of us examining 

what our particular institutions, organizations, 

sectors, communities can do.”

PAS Scholars Learn Printmaking 
at Express Newark

Sequenced, scaffolded
interventions to increase 
college attainment and 
wage-earning potential in 
Newark
• Cohort model
• 2- and 4-year degree 

pathways
• Creative placemaking
• Opportunity youth

Pathways to Academic
Achievement & Success



Source: NJ Spotlight 2014

First-
Generation 

Americans in 
New Jersey

Newark

Generations of Opportunity-Seeking

From Where I Stand 
Audio essays created by students in a Narrative 

Journalism class in response to the prompt 
"From Where I Stand...”

American Sueño
A series investigating how different 

immigration statuses are producing different 
life options and limits within a single Mexican-

American family

We Came and Stayed:
Coyt Jones/
Ras Baraka 

Rutgers–Newark Demographics



Pathways to America’s Future 

in Newark

• Undergraduate enrollment up 13.2% since 2013
• 637 RU-N to the TOP scholars in 2016
• 86 HLLC residential scholars
• Newark resident enrollment up 23% from 2015, 

47% from 2013
• NJCC transfer enrollment up 21% since 2013

o 43% of NJCC transfers are from Essex, 
Hudson & Passaic CCs

• 211 GSLSAMP Scholars at RU-N, 16% from 
Bridges to Baccalaureate Program (B2B)
o 1,000 B2B students in 5 NJCCs that are HSIs

• 19 TheDream.US Scholars at RU-N
• 14 Cooperman Scholars at RU-N
• 56 Rutgers Future Scholars-Newark at RU-N

Nationally Ranked Debate Team

GSLSAMP Student Presents Research

Sheila Zegarra, DREAM.US Scholar



Supporting Success,

Growing Leaders

Why getting out of 
college can be as 
hard as getting in
Braven helps students with 

the transition from college to 
a successful career

Yoleidy
Rosario

Director of LGBTQ 
& Intercultural 

Resource Center

Paul
Lazaro

Assistant Director
Office of

Veterans Affairs

Improving Our 
Teaching/Learning 

Infrastructure
• 62 learning spaces received 

facilities/technology upgrades
• Indoor wireless network 

increased by 10X to 1,300 high-
capacity, high-speed access 
points

• Outdoor wireless partnership 
with City of Newark gives RU-N 
fastest public wifi system in U.S.



Honoring Local Citizens in a

Global World
HLLC Entering Class 2016
• 60 students
• 52% from Newark
• 88% students of color
• 47% first-generation college-going
• 40% transfers
• 180 faculty/staff from all 

schools/colleges trained as 
admissions evaluators

• Includes students who are parents, 
formerly incarcerated, formerly 
homeless, formerly in foster care

Coming in 2018

Tim Eatman, Dean 2016 HLLC New Faculty Mentors

Cosmopolitan 
Magazine Founder 

Helen Gurley Brown 
(1965) Helen Gurley Brown BOLD Fellows

Jason Bird,
Social Work

Taja-Nia 
Henderson, Law

Jyl Josephson,
Political Science

Kristina 
Keating, EEES

Alex Sannella, 
RBS

Kusum Mundra, 
Economics



Generative Programs and

Next Generation Scholars

Racial Democracy, 
Crime & Justice 

Network
140 scholars from around the U.S. researching 
implications of crime & justice processing for 
citizens’ participation in a democracy

SPAA Incoming Dean
Charles Menifield

School of Criminal Justice Professor Jody Miller and
Dean Rod Brunson

Molecular Environmental Imaging 
Science for Underrepresented Groups: 
Adam Kustka (EES) & Alex Rodriguez 

(Biology) with graduate students

HEAL Collaborative: Jeff Backstrand
(SPAA), Arturo Osorio (RBS), Jennie 

Valverde (Law), & grad student

Global Urban Studies: Political Science, 
Sociology, Economics, Urban Education, 

Anthropology, History, Spanish & 
Portuguese, RBS, SPAA, Law

Commission on Diversity & Transformation



P3 Collaboratory

Course in 
Effective College 

Teaching 



Anchoring Collective Impact

Express Newark/
Arts, Culture & Media

Safer 
Newark 
Council/
School of 
Criminal 
Justice

NCLC/
Cornwall 
Center

Buy-Hire-Live Local/RBS 
Public-Private Community 

Partnership Program

Hahne’s Opening



Sharing Our Story:

Social Capital Networks for 

Opportunity-Building

A University That Prioritizes the 

Students Who Are Often Ignored

With the national college-graduation 

rate for black students half that of 

whites, this school is changing the rules 

of the game—and beating the odds.


