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A flattening, shrinking world has made 
interdependence a reality of the 
twenty-first century … we know that, in 
any major city, wide networks –
government, universities, corporations, 
hospitals, community-based 
organizations, and others – are 
required to forge a vibrant environment 
… strong partnerships are necessary in 
order to effect significant positive 
change.



Generations of Student Strivers

• Newark Student Undergraduate Enrollment at 
RU-N is now 12.7%
o  60% since 2013-14

• 683 RU-N TOP, 70 undocumented
• 211 GSLSAMP Scholars at RU-N, 16% from 

Bridges to Baccalaureate Program (B2B)
o 1,000 B2B students in 5 NJCCs that are HSIs

• 217 undocumented, 34 DREAM.US
• 163 HLLC students, 45% from Newark

Sheila Zegarra, DREAM.US Scholar

Honors Living-Learning Community 2017-18

GSLSAMP Graduates with National LSAMP 
Director Arthur Hicks



Change Makers



Just Academic Spaces



Engaged Senior Scholars & Leaders

Charles Payne
Director, Cornwall Center

Liz Ševčenko
Director, Humanities 

Action Lab

Ashaki Rouff
Environmental Science

Charles Menifield
Dean, SPAA

Rachel Godsil
Law, Social Justice

Tim Eatman
Dean, Honors Living-
Learning Community

Sahar Aziz
Law, Social Justice

Jason Cortes
Director, Latino/a Studies 

Working Group



Life Sciences:

New Building, New Generations

RU-N 

Chemist 

Wins 

Prestigious 

NSF Early 

CAREER 

Award

Area High 

School 

Students 

Flock to 

RU-N for 

Innovative 

Summer 

STEM 

Program



Honors Living-Learning Community: 

New Building, New Generations

National Collaboration of Four Women-Led Colleges, 
Universities Cultivates BOLD Leaders

Rendering of HLLC Building Slated to 
Open in 2019

Faculty 
Mentors
2017-18

Jyl Josephson
Political Science

Kristina Keating
EES

Alex Sannella
RBS

Fran Bartkowski
English

Genna Jones
Criminal Justice

Michael Eversman
Social Work

Elizabeth Hull
Political Science

Kusum Mundra
Economics

Jason Bird
Social Work

Taja-Nia Henderson
Law

Jason Cortes
Spanish & Portuguese

Susan Caplan
Nursing

Julia Schwenkenburg
Economics

John Impellizzeri
RBS



Action Research

“If you truly want 

to understand 

something, try to 

change it.” Kurt Lewin

Carlos Osorio/AP Bill Pugliano/Getty Images

Freedom School, Mississippi
By Herbert Randall, 1964

Higher Education 
for Diversity, Social 

Inclusion, and 
Community: 
A Democratic 

Imperative
Rome, Italy, June 2017



An Anchor Institution,

In and Of Newark

Education

Strong, Healthy, Safe Neighborhoods Arts & Culture

Economic Development

NJPAC & 

IJS Host 

All-Female 

Jazz 

Residency

RBS Public 

Private 

Community 

Partnership 

Program

HEAL Collaborative

Shabazz University-

Assisted Partnership

3D Design Studio

African American Brain 

Health Initiative

Printmaking



Connecting Newark Youth to 

College

• 6 College Success Centers

• Summer Youth Employment Program

• City-wide college fair

• Workshops on academic and soft skills

• 8-Week SAT prep course

• Guidance counselor professional development

• Parent engagement & FAFSA completion

• College Freshman Institute

• NJIT Coding Institute

60+ partners

incl. City of

Newark, Newark

Public Schools, 

higher ed & nonprofits aiming to:

• Expand & strengthen K-16 educational 

pathways

• Re-engage disconnected youth

• Retain college grads

• Re-engage adult learners

Educational Pathways
RU-N to the TOP

Last-in, full-tuition 

scholarships for students 

with adjusted gross 

incomes of $60,000 or 

less who are Newark 

residents or NJ county 

college transfers

Higher Ed Partners
Rutgers University – Newark, RBHS, NJIT, Essex 

County College, Bloomfield College, Pillar College, 

Berkeley College, Montclair State University



Vision
By 2020, 2,020 unemployed Newark residents gain full-time employment, reducing the gap in the 

annual average unemployment rate between the State of New Jersey (5.0%) and Newark (7.9%), 

significantly reducing poverty among residents. 

Partners
City of Newark, Prudential, Rutgers University – Newark, Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences, 

New Jersey Institute of Technology, RWJ Barnabas, Audible, Panasonic, PSE&G, United Airlines, 

Port Newark, Victoria Foundation, NJ Devils, Newark LISC, New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, 

Newark Alliance, Newark Community Development Network

Goals
 local spend by anchors from 3% ($30M) to 20% ($200M); use procurement to grow jobs

 hiring of Newark residents for Newark jobs, leveraging education and training pathways

 percentage of Newark workers living in Newark



Greater Newark Youth Violence Consortium

…integrates law enforcement, social services, and 

community empowerment

Strong, Safe Neighborhoods

Newark Community Street Team



Third Spaces

Wednesday Night
Print Club:

All U Can Print $10

Records at Play:
The IJS @ 50

Hijabi World
Two million views on The New York Times 

Lens website

American Sueño
A series investigating how different immigration statuses are 

producing different life options and limits within a single Mexican-
American family

3D Printing

NJPAC & IJS All-Female 
Jazz Residency

Hahne & Co. Building


